THE UNRELENTING STRUGGLE
party, the Liberal party and members of the Conservative party
were demanding it, and there must be a full accounting, an inquest
held, and so forth. That being so, one is bound to take a serious
view because of the interests which are confided to our care.
I think that it would be a mistake if the House got into the
habit of calling for explanations on the varying episodes of this
dangerous and widespread struggle and asking for an account to
be given of why any action was lost or any part of the front was
beaten in. In the first place, no full explanations can possibly
be given without revealing valuable information to the enemy,
information not only about a particular operation which is over,
but about the general position and also about the processes of
thought which are followed, such as they may be, by our war
direction and our high command. There is always a danger that a
Minister in my position, in seeking to vindicate the course we have
pursued, might inadvertently say something which may supply the
enemy with some essential, with some seemingly innocent fact, about
which the enemy is in doubt, and thus enable the enemy to construct
a comprehensive and accurate picture of our state of mind and the
way in which we are looking at things. The heads of the Dictator
Governments are not under any similar pressure to explain or
excuse any ill-success that may befall them. Far be it from me to
compare myself or the office I hold or the functions I discharge
with those of these pretentious and formidable potentates. I am
only the servant of the Crown and Parliament, and am always at
the disposal of the House of Commons, where I have lived my life.
Still the House, and I think I may say also the country, have
placed very considerable responsibilities upon me, and I am sure
they would not wish any servant they have entrusted with such
duties to be at a disadvantage against our antagonists. I have
not heard, for instance, that Herr Hitler had to attend the Reichstag
and tell them why he sent the Bismarck on her disastrous
cruise, when by waiting for a few weeks, and choosing his
opportunity, when perhaps our capital ships were dispersed on
convoy duty, she might have gone out accompanied by the
$irpitz, another 45,ooo-ton ship, and offered a general sea battle*
Neither have I heard any very convincing statement by Signor
Mussolini of the reasons why the greater part of his African Empire
has been conquered and more than 200,000 of his soldiers are
prisoners in our hands.
I must say, quite frankly, to the House that I should feel myself
under a needless disadvantage if it were understood that I should
be obliged, in public Debate, to give an account, possibly a contro-
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